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b y  R O B  S C H W E I T Z E R

Hailed by many as the wave of the future in affordable
d!€LLi.gs, the gable' f font bungalow was designed to i i i  the

narrow. l0-foot wide Lott  $l iced out in the newlv de!eloping
suburb n areas of Chicago and similar cities in the early palt

ol this 0entury. Whi le smal l ,  these b ngalows ni l l  pto! ided

l i ! ing sprce ior chiklren's pla) and vegetable gardens.

The gable roof bung alow w as c haracter ized bvalarge

front-faci .g gable thai  dominated the facade Some models '

such as theLewis Corlez,sporled a snal l  t f rangulal  guble, a

val l  dofmer, thal  of tcn covercd a bay windov Olhers. l ike

the Lexis Moorland. had smal l  dolnen on the roof srdes,
whi lc simpler !ersions used s al l  wrn
dows in rhe f  ront gablc to l ight the al t ic
floor, as in the Wards Venice modcl.

Due to i t$ gable or ientat ion and
pirch, this buigalow typc was usurl lv
only a single story in heiSht.  with (he

usunl o!crhangi iS crves, knce bra0kcts
nnd groufcd \ ! indows Thc shinglcd
siding wrs laid in pi t t terns, or rn thc
Norcco rnron o!ef l  ppingstylc Othcl
c0mbinir t ion\ were rLt0 p0puLi l l  ' '  sucn
a$ thin clapboArds olr  thc lower ic0non,
wi lh slocco in the Sablcs.

Porche\ wcl.e somctimes inlcgraled
urd€rthc nuin body of thchouse, rs or
rheCo cz.of couldbe t tached, lsscen

on the Moorland and Venice Most porches accomnodated
half  heighlcoiumns thatveleheary, s io u1 and upered at the

top. The failing afea was ofien filled wlth sjmple posts or

enclosed vi th a sol id v411.
Much of lhe popular i ty of th€se bungalows wts ' lue to

rheir lo$ € osl, which w as oflen les s than renting. The smaller

lots saved money, and pract icalplans made the houses less

conly.  Like mo$L bungalo$s. entry hal ls wcre ol ien absent

and visirors stepped from the porch Iight into the living

room. Thele was l i t l le or no hal lway space Dining areas and

sDacious l i ! ins rooms were connected by a large archway' 
which oi ten contained bui l r in book

side and bui l t  i .  china

I l  pattern books and magaTinesot
rhe t i rne are any indical ion, the low cost
gable- lronl  bungalow \ !a$ one of Lhe
mosr popular st ! lcs oi  the car ly t*entr_
eth century, second only rc the shed_
(x) l  style wc discusscd in outf i rst  rssue
Ai subutbnn Ieglon\ bccarne connecled
with lhe inlcrurbd. lr) l ley rnd omnlbus
l ine\.  rakinS people quickly into the
centcr ofthc ci ty,  the Sable'r0ol  bung8_
low, with i ts low co$t rnd many umeni_
r ies, l lout ishcd.
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